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The Jesse Tree is an old Christian custom that is being revived in many churches 
today. Traditionally a bare branch is brought into the home or the church, and this is 
then decorated with symbols to represent different people in Jesusô family tree. The 
Jesse Tree acts as a visual reminder of the stories in the Bible that lead up to the birth 
of Christ. We at Bromley Baptist Church are using this idea for our advent and 
Christmas Celebration. I was inspired by the childrenôs book óThe Jesse Treeô by 
Geraldine McCaughrean which I greatly enjoyed reading to my children when they 
were younger. (There are lots of Jesse Tree themed books out there!) 
 
There will be a reflection every day in advent which will be available via our website 
or our Social Media channels and these images (baubles) are designed to accompany 
them. You can print them off on paper or card, cut out and attach to your tree. For 
each day of Advent there is a short Bible reading and a suggestion for reflection and 
prayer. These are spring-boards to help us draw closer to God, but feel free to use 
the Jesse Tree however suits you and those in your home best. 
 
In preparation you could seek out a bare branch (go for a walk and see what you find!) 
that you could use as your Jesse Tree. You will probably need to stick it in a plant pot 
with some stones or in some soil or find some other way of making it stand up. If you 
want to you can spray the branch with some silver paint. If you donôt want a separate 
tree you might want to cut out the symbols each day and then hang them on your 
Christmas tree when you put it up 
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